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Progressive champion

Henry Waxman is retiring

from Congress
After 40 years and countless landmark pieces of legislation, Waxman's moving on
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Henry Waxman (Credit: Reuters/Joshua Roberts)

California Rep. Henry Waxman, long one of the most influential liberals in the House of

Representatives, announced on Thursday that he would not be seeking a 21st term.

After 40 years in D.C., Waxman’s had enough.

“At the end of this year, I would have been in Congress for 40 years,” he said to the Los

Angeles Times. “If there is a time for me to move on to another chapter in my life, I think this is

the time to do it. I have run my last campaign.”

While Waxman lamented the state of the House today and the influx of Tea Party-aligned

Republicans within it — he said he was “embarrassed that the greatest legislative body in the

world too often operates in a partisan intellectual vacuum, denying science, refusing to listen to

7  62 0 5

Party of moral failures: Why
Obamacare foes are about to pay
a price

SIMON MALOY

ADVERTISEMENT

follow salon
       

Email Address  SUBSCRIBE

MOST READ

all share services
prin

 Print

http://www.salon.com/


5/9/2014 Progressive champion Henry Waxman is retiring from Congress - Salon.com

http://www.salon.com/2014/01/30/progressive_champion_henry_waxman_is_retiring_from_congress/ 2/5

by TaboolaSponsored Content

experts and ignoring facts” — the California representative also made a point to say he was “not

leaving out of frustration with Congress.”

“Even in today’s environment, there are opportunities to make real progress,” he continued.

In a statement released by his office, Waxman explained that he still feels “youthful and

energetic” but recognizes that if he he is to “experience a life outside of Congress” he would have
to “start soon.”

While his departure will diminish California’s clout (his seniority was an asset), Waxman’s seat is
expected to remain in Democratic hands.

More about Waxman’s substantial record of accomplishment, from the Los Angeles Times:
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Elias Isquith is an assistant editor at Salon, focusing on politics. Follow him
on Twitter at @eliasisquith, and email him at eisquith@salon.com.
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